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The Christmas season begins with the 
Christmas vigil the evening of December 24

th
 

and continues until the Feast of the Baptism of 
the Lord on January 13

th
.  For the Church, 

Christmas is not just one day (December 25) but 
a whole season in which we reflect on the 
mystery of the Incarnation. 
 
During the season of Christmas we enter into 
several celebrations:  The Solemnity of the 
Nativity of the Lord, the Feast of the Holy 
Family, the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of 
God, the Solemnity of the Epiphany, and the 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
 
This article examines the mystery of the 
Incarnation and the celebrations of the 
Christmas season with the Scripture readings 
that will be proclaimed in order to reflect on what 
they mean for our lives. 

 
 

 
THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION 
 

The Christmas season celebrates the mystery of 
the Incarnation of Christ, which the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church explains as “the fact that 
the Son of God assumed human nature and 
became man in order to accomplish our 
salvation in that same human nature.”1   
 

In the Incarnation we celebrate Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, the second person of the Trinity, 
who took on our humanity while remaining 

divine.  We say that Jesus Christ is one person in 
two natures - a divine nature and a human 
nature.  The Catechism reminds us that Jesus 
Christ “is both true God and true man, not part 
God and part man.”2 
 

St. John Chrysostom speaks of this mystery in 
one of his Christmas homilies:  “This day He 
Who is, is born; and He Who is becomes what 
He was not.  For when he was God, he became 
man, yet not departing from the Godhead that 
is his.  Nor yet by any loss of divinity became he 
man.”3   
 

Jesus Christ assumed our human nature in 
order to bring about our salvation.  St. 
Catherine of Siena reflected on this mystery and 
was moved to prayer:  “When you created man, 
you were moved by love to make him in your 
own image….But I know very well that man lost 
the dignity you gave him; he deserved to lose it, 
since he had committed sin.”4   
 

Jesus Christ came to restore this dignity that we 
lost by our sinfulness.  Again Catherine of Siena 
is moved in prayer:  “What an immeasurably 
profound love!  Your Son went down from the 
heights of his divinity to the depths of our 
humanity….We image your divinity, but you 
image our humanity in that union of the two 
which you worked in a man.  You have veiled 
the Godhead in a cloud, in the clay of our 
humanity.”5   
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I remember sitting in class and being struck very 
deeply by a statement made by the professor, 
Fr. Michael Himes.  He stated that the 
Incarnation tells us:  “We are not God and that 
is good.”  We spend so much time trying to be 
God - the one in control of our lives - that we 
fail to be human.  Yet to be human is a 
wonderful thing - so wonderful that God himself 
chose to take on our human nature.  And so it is 
good to be human. 
 

Fr. Himes has suggested that the Incarnation is 
not so much “the revelation of who God is” but 
that “first and foremost, it is the revelation of 
who we are.  The Incarnation tells us what it is 
to be a human being.”6   
 

When God created us human beings he created 
us in his image and his likeness.  The temptation 
given to Adam and Eve in the garden is the 
temptation to refuse this gift of humanity.  The 
serpent says to eat of the fruit of the tree so 
you can become like God.  And so we give into 
the temptation to be like God rather than like 
human beings created in the image and likeness 
of God.  We give into the temptation to be in 
control rather than depending on God. 
 

Again Fr. Himes states:  “The origin of sin, 
according to the Hebrew tradition, is the 
rejection of the goodness of being human.  It 
arises from the insistence we human beings are 
not the image and likeness of God, that we must 
become something other than and more than 
human beings in order to be truly like God.”7   
 

The Incarnation tells us something very 
different as a response to this original sin.  “If 
the originating sin, the origin of evil, is the 
rejection of the goodness of being a human 
being, the Incarnation is the unsurpassable 
revelation of that goodness.”  It is “the ultimate 
statement of the goodness of being human.”8    
 

In our sinfulness we do not always understand 
the goodness of our humanity.  We often reject 
 

 

INCARNATION 
 
The fact that God took on our human nature 
in his Son Jesus Christ so that through him, 
who is both fully divine and fully human, we 
might be saved. 
 
SALVATION 
 
The fact that God has saved us through his 
Son Jesus Christ despite our sinfulness and 
offers us the hope and promise of eternal 
life in his presence. 
 

 
that goodness.  But God sends his son, Jesus 
Christ, to show us the goodness of humanity 
and what it means to be fully human.   
 

In the Christmas cantata “An Evening in 
December” the following question is asked and 
answered:  “Why would God leave the beauty, 
the peace, and the happiness of heaven to 
become a poor, weak, helpless infant?  He came 
to be close to us, to touch us, to become like us 
so that we could become like Him.“9   
 

St. Gregory Nazianzen also gives an answer to 
this question when he says:  “He who makes 
rich is made poor; he takes on the poverty of my 
flesh, that I may gain the riches of his divinity.”10   
 

Jesus Christ takes on our humanity to show us 
how we should live as human beings.  I think 
the following story helps us to understand this 
profound mystery of the Incarnation. 
 

It was a cold and snowy winter night and the 
farmer was in his house with the fire blazing.  As 
he looked out the window, he saw birds out in 
the cold and snow.  He felt sorry for them. Then 
he thought I could open up my barn and the 
birds could go in there and be out of the snow 
and cold.  So he bundled up and went out to the 
barn.  He opened the door and turned on a 
light.  But the birds would not go into the barn.   
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Every time the farmer tried to get them to go 
into the barn, the birds just flew away.  They 
just did not get it.  They would fly away when 
they could be nice and warm in the barn.  No 
matter how hard he tried the farmer could not 
get the birds to fly into the barn.  He kept 
thinking - if only I could become a bird.  Then I 
would fly into the barn and the other birds 
would follow me to where they would be warm. 
 
We human beings do not always get it.  We are 
not satisfied with the goodness of our 
humanity.  We want to do something else – 
something more. 
 
St. Augustine reminds us:  “He wanted, through 
his Son, to show us and give us the way he 
would lead us to the goal he has promised.”11   
 
In the Incarnation, God takes on our humanity 
to show us the way to become a human being 
in the image and likeness of the God who 
created us – the God who looked at the human 
beings he created and “found it very good.”  
(Gen 1:31)12 
 
Jesus Christ shows us how we should live as 
human beings.  Despite our failings and 
sinfulness, God affirms the goodness in each 
one of us by sending his Son to save us and give 
us the promise of heaven forever in the 
presence of God.  Following the way Jesus lived 
and the things he taught us, we can live out the 
goodness of our humanity created in the image 
and likeness of God.  We can recognize the 
goodness in each human being and strive to 
bring forth that goodness.  Even when we fail 
and reject that goodness in our sinfulness, God 
continues to love us and calls us to renew our 
commitment to live the way Jesus shows us.  
Even in the midst of a sinful and broken world, 
we can find goodness within us and within one 
another as we allow Jesus to lead us to eternal 
life, happiness, peace, and goodness in the 
presence of God. 
 

 
CELEBRATIONS OF THE 

CHRISTMAS SEASON 2012 
 

December 25, 2012 
Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

 
December 30, 2012 

Feast of the Holy Family 
 

January 1, 2013 
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God 

 
January 6, 2013 

Solemnity of the Epiphany 
 

January 13, 2013 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

 

 
DECEMBER 25, 2012  
SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
 
The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord is 
celebrated on Christmas Day December 25th.  
There is a vigil Mass for the evening of 
December 24th.  The three Christmas Day 
Masses are an ancient Roman tradition and 
were originally reserved for the pope.  Later it 
became universal for other bishops and priests 
to celebrate the three Masses. 
 
Vigil Mass 
 

Readings 
 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 
Matthew 1:1-25 

 
The first reading for the vigil Mass is from the 
prophet Isaiah and speaks about the time after 
the Babylonian exile when the people have 
returned to Jerusalem.  Through the prophet 
Isaiah, God speaks to his people:  “No more 
shall men call you ‘Forsaken,’ or your land 
‘Desolate,’ But you shall be called ‘My Delight,’  
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and your land ‘Espoused.”  (Isaiah 62:4)  This 
relationship of love between God and us is what 
we celebrate at Christmas when God shows 
how much he loves us by sending his Son Jesus 
Christ to save us. 
 

The second reading for the Vigil Mass is from 
the Acts of the Apostles and is part of a sermon 
given by Paul in the city of Pisidia.  He comes to 
the synagogue and reminds the Jews about the 
promise God made to King David that is fulfilled 
in Christ.  “From this man’s descendants God, 
according to his promise, has brought to Israel a 
savior, Jesus.”  (Acts 13:23) 
 

The gospel reading is from the Gospel according 
to Matthew.  It gives the genealogy of Jesus and 
the story of his birth.  Jesus comes to “save his 
people from their sins.”  (Matthew 1:21)  We 
can truly say “God is with us.”  (Matthew 1:23) 
 
Mass at Night 
 

Readings 
 
Isaiah 9:1-6 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14 

 
Traditionally this Mass is celebrated at midnight 
but it could be celebrated anytime before 
dawn.  This Mass is known as the Mass of the 
Angels because the gospel reading for this Mass 
tells of the appearance of the angels to the 
shepherds.  The angel tells the shepherds:  “Do 
not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people.  
For today in the city of David a savior has been 
born for you who is Christ and Lord.”  (Luke 
2:10-11) 
 

The first reading from the prophet Isaiah speaks 
of light:  “The people who have walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; upon those 
who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has 
shone.” (Isaiah 9:1)  For us Christ is that light 
 

 

Lord Jesus, 
 

You came 
 

from the Father. 
 

Show us the path 
 

that leads to him.13 
 
 
that shines in the darkness of our lives and our 
world.   
 
The second reading from the letter of Paul to 
Titus proclaims that “the grace of God has 
appeared, saving all and training us to reject 
godless ways and worldly desires.”  (Titus 2:11)  
We are called to be a people “eager to do what 
is good.” (Titus 2:14) 
 
Mass at Dawn 
 

Readings 
 
Isaiah 62:11-12 
Titus 3:4-7 
Luke 2:15-20 

 
The Mass at dawn is known as the Shepherds 
Mass because the gospel reading for this Mass 
tells how the shepherds went to Bethlehem to 
see what the angels announced to them.  They 
are amazed and return to their work “glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen just as it had been told to them.”  (Luke 
2:20)  Their lives have been changed by the 
experience of the birth of Jesus.  Our lives 
should also change by our celebration of the 
birth of Jesus. 
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The first reading from the prophet Isaiah is 
another selection from the time after the exile 
in Babylon when the people have returned to 
Jerusalem.   Through the prophet Isaiah, God 
tells the people you “shall be called the holy 
people, the redeemed of the Lord.”  (Isaiah 
62:12)  Isaiah proclaims “your savior comes.”  
(Isaiah 62:11)  Jesus fulfills this proclamation 
when he comes as our savior. 
 
The second reading from Paul’s letter to Titus, 
speaks of the great gift of Christmas.  “When 
the kindness and generous love of God our 
savior appeared, not because of any righteous 
deeds we had done, but because of his mercy, 
he saved us…” (Titus 3:4-5) 
 
Mass During the Day 
 

Readings 
 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
Hebrews 1:1-6 
John 1:1-18 

 
The Mass during the day is known as the Mass 
of the Divine Word because the gospel for this 
Mass is from the beginning of the Gospel 
according to John.  Jesus, the Word who is God 
“became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us….”  (John 1:14)  He is “the light of the human 
race” who “shines in the darkness.”  (John 1:4-5)  
If we accept Jesus into our lives, he gives us the 
“power to become children of God.”  (John 1:12)  
What a wonderful Christmas gift! 
 
The first reading from the prophet Isaiah speaks 
of the end of the Babylonian exile with the 
anticipation that the Lord will restore the nation 
of Israel and redeem his people.  “All the ends 
of the earth will behold the salvation of our 
God.”  (Isaiah 52:10) 
 
The second reading is from the letter to the 
Hebrews.  God has spoken to us through the 
prophets but now “in these last days, he has  

 

In embracing our 
humanity, the Son 

accepts the role 
and responsibilities 
as a member of the 
family of Nazareth, 

to show us the 
way to God.14 

 
 
spoken to us through the Son.” (Hebrews 1:1)  
Jesus, who is both God and a human being, has 
come to bring us salvation and make us children 
of God. 
 
DECEMBER 20, 2012 
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
 
When Jesus came as a human being to show us 
how we should live, he began his life as part of 
a family just like all of us – the family of Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph.  As Bruce Janiga observes:  
“In embracing our humanity, the Son accepts 
the role and responsibilities as a member of the 
family of Nazareth, to show us the way to 
God.”15   
 
On the Sunday after Christmas, we celebrate 
and reflect on the life of the Holy Family and on 
our lives as members of a family. 
 

Readings 
 
1Samuel 1:20-22; 24-28 
1John 3:1-2; 21-24 
Luke 2:41-52 

 
The first reading gives us a story about a family - 
Elkanah, his wife Hannah, and their son Samuel.  
Hannah went to the temple in Shiloh and made 
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a promise that if God would give her a child “I 
will give him to the Lord for as long as he lives.”  
(1Samuel 1:11)  God granted her prayer and she 
gave birth to a boy whom they named Samuel.   
 

This is where we join the story in the first 
reading.  The next time Elkanah goes to the 
temple in Shiloh to offer sacrifice, Hannah does 
not go.  She wants to raise the child until he is 
ready to be presented at the temple of Shiloh.   
 

Once Samuel is ready, Hannah brings him to the 
temple and presents him to the priest Eli.  “Now 
I, in turn, give him to the Lord, as long as he 
lives, he shall be dedicated to the Lord.” 
(1Samuel 1:28)  Here Samuel will remain “in the 
service of the Lord under the priest Eli.”  
(1Samuel 2:11)  We see an example of 
dedicating our lives and our family to God. 
 

The Gospel reading tells the only story we have 
from the childhood of Jesus other than the 
events surrounding his birth.   
 

Here we are told Jesus is twelve years old.  At 
the time of Passover, the family journeys in a 
large caravan to Jerusalem where Jesus remains 
in the temple with the teachers.  Since the men 
and women travelled separately in the caravan, 
Mary and Joseph did not realize Jesus was 
missing right away.  At the end of the first day’s 
journey, they realized he was missing and 
returned to Jerusalem where they found him in 
the temple with the teachers.  Jesus tells Mary 
and Joseph that he does not know why they 
were looking for him.  “Did you not know that I 
must be in my Father’s house?”  (Luke 2:49) 
 

However, unlike Samuel, Jesus did not remain 
at the temple since we are told that he returned 
with them to their home in Nazareth and “was 
obedient to them” as he “advanced in wisdom 
and age and favor before God and man.”  (Luke 
2:51-52)   We see an example of obedience. 
 
 
 

 

Mary is the sign 
 

of what we all can  
 

become by grace.16 
 
 
The second reading from the first letter of John 
also tells us about a family - the family that all 
of us belong to as children of God.  It reminds 
us of the love of God and tells us that we should 
love one another. Love is the most important 
thing in the life of a family.  
 
JANUARY 1, 2013 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
 
In the early days of the Church, Nestorius 
taught that Mary was the mother of the human 
Christ but not the divine Christ.  Both the 
Council of Ephesus (431) and the Council of 
Chalcedon (451) stated that this was a false 
teaching (heresy) and affirmed that Mary gave 
birth to the person of Jesus Christ.   
 
We believe that Jesus Christ is one person in 
two natures – divine and human.  If Mary gave 
birth to the person of Christ, then she gave 
birth to the one person who is both divine and 
human.  Therefore, Mary is recognized as the 
Mother of God.  The term used is Theotokos, 
Greek for God-bearer.   
 
This does not mean that Christ received his 
divinity from Mary because we know that Christ 
is “begotten, not made, of the same substance 
as the Father.”  Mary “became the Mother of 
God by the human conception of the Son of God 
in her womb.”17   
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What does all of this mean for us?  Mary 
becomes the Mother of God when she says 
“Yes” to the angel in an act of total surrender to 
God.  The greatness of Mary lies in her 
surrender to God and her dependence on God.  
In her surrender to God, Mary opened herself 
to receive the very life of God into her womb.  
She gave birth to Jesus Christ. 
 
George Maloney states:  “Mary is the sign of 
what we all can become by grace.”18   We are 
called to surrender ourselves to God as Mary 
did.  We are called to say “Yes” to God and seek 
God’s will as Mary did.  When we open 
ourselves to God, God pours his very life into us.   
 
We, too, are called to be mothers in the sense 
that we also bring Christ into the world as Mary 
did – not in the same physical way, but in the 
same spiritual way.  The spiritual way that Mary 
shows us is one of surrender to the way of God 
and total dependence on God, enabling us to 
receive Jesus Christ into our lives.   
 
Then, like Mary, we must reflect on this in our 
heart allowing Jesus to become a part of us, 
who we are and how we act.  In this way, like 
Mary, we give birth to Christ by bringing him 
into the world today.  As St. Ambrose tells us:  
“Christ has only one mother in the flesh, but we 
all bring forth Christ in faith.”19   
 
Jesus himself tells us how we can also become 
his mother when he says to those listening to 
him:  “My mother and my brothers are those 
who hear the word of God and act on it.”  (Luke 
8:21)  When we do the will of God and when we 
lead others to Christ by our words and actions, 
St. Augustine tells us:  “…you have it in your 
power to become the mothers of Christ.”20   
 
Joyce Ann Zimmerman comments on the 
challenge of this solemnity:  “…it is fitting, 
indeed, to celebrate the Virgin Mother - she who 
so closely cooperated with God’s plan of  
 

 

…you have it 
 

in your power 
 

to become the 
 

mothers of Christ.21 
 

 

salvation.  She is a model for us of our own 
discipleship, where the first requisite is a fiat, a 
unreserved willingness to sacrifice our wills to 
accomplish the divine will.”22   
 

Readings 
 
Numbers 6:22-27 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:16-21 

 

The first reading is an ancient Hebrew blessing 
that was passed on from generation to 
generation by the priests of Israel.  Mary and 
Jesus probably heard this blessing.  “The LORD 
bless you and keep you!  The LORD let his face 
shine upon you, and be gracious to you!  The 
LORD look upon you kindly and give you peace!”  
(Numbers 6:24-26) 
 

The second reading from the letter of Paul to 
the Galatians tells that “God sent his Son” (Gal 
4:4) so that we might become adopted sons and 
daughters of God.  This is a great message and 
we are called to proclaim this message just as 
the shepherds in our Gospel reading proclaimed 
and “made known the message that had been 
told them about this child.”  (Luke 2:17)  In 
order to proclaim the message we must let the 
message take root in our heart.  This is what 
Mary did.  She “kept all these things, reflecting 
on them in her heart.”  (Luke 2:19) 
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JANUARY 6, 2013 
SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY 
 

This solemnity celebrates the appearance or 
manifestation of Jesus to the magi who are not 
Jewish.  They are Gentiles (anyone who is not 
Jewish).  The mystery of the Incarnation is that 
“the Son of God assumed human nature and 
became man in order to accomplish our 
salvation.”23  Salvation is offered to all people, 
both Jews and Gentiles. 
 

The message of this celebration is that the gift 
of salvation given to us in Christ should change 
us.  We pray that God “draw us beyond the 
limits which this world imposes to the life where 
your Spirit makes all life complete.”24   
 

St. Ambrose makes an interesting comment 
about the magi:  “The magi come by one way 
and return by another.  For they who had seen 
Christ, had come to know Christ, and they 
returned more truly believing than they 
came.”25  There lives were changed by the 
presence of Christ. 
 

As we celebrate this Christmas season once 
again, we have come to know Christ more 
deeply.  We have grown in faith.  The Magi 
came one way but returned by another way 
because they were told in a dream not to return 
to Herod.  We too are called to move forward in 
new and different ways.  We must continue to 
grow in our faith – not return to the past or 
stand still in the present but move on led by the 
light and presence of Christ to eternal life. 
 

Readings 
 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
The first reading comes from Isaiah and the 
time after the Babylonian exile when the 
Israelites returned to Jerusalem.  The hope is 
that the rebuilt and restored Jerusalem will 

 

The Magi 
came one way 
but returned 

by another way. 
 

We too are called 
to move forward 

in new and 
different ways. 

 
 
become a light for all nations.  Kings from all 
nations will come to Jerusalem bringing gifts of 
gold and frankincense.  They will proclaim “the 
praises of the Lord.”  (Isaiah 60:6)   
 
This hope is fulfilled in the gospel where 
representatives of the Gentiles travel from 
other nations to honor Christ.  Notice they bring 
gifts of gold and frankincense as mentioned in 
the first reading.  They also bring the gift of 
myrrh - a spice used in burial recalling that 
statement of Simeon about Jesus that he is “to 
be a sign that will be contradicted.”  (Luke 2:34)  
It is through the death of Christ that salvation 
has been accomplished. 
 
The second reading tells us how this 
manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles is a 
manifestation of God’s gift of salvation to all 
people - both Jew and Gentile.  Paul, the great 
missionary to the Gentiles, tells us of the 
mystery that “has now been revealed…that the 
Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same 
body, and copartners in the promise of Christ 
Jesus through the gospel.” (Eph 3:3,6) 
 
The hopes of Isaiah are fulfilled:  “Nations shall 
walk by your light, and kings by your radiance.  
Raise your eyes and look about, they all gather 
and come to you.”  (Isaiah 60:3-4)  Christ has 
come to save his people. 
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JANUARY 13, 2013 
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 

The Christmas season ends with the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord.  Like the Epiphany, this 
also celebrates a manifestation of Christ at the 
beginning of his public ministry when Jesus 
comes to where John the Baptist has been 
preaching and baptizing. 
 

Readings 
 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

 

The first reading is from the prophet Isaiah at 
the time when the exile of the people of Israel 
in Babylon was about to come to an end.  It is a 
message of hope and freedom from a God who 
“comes with power.” (Isaiah 40:10)  It is a time 
that will bring comfort to a people now in exile 
because their service will come to an end and 
they will return to Jerusalem.  In the desert a 
road is prepared symbolizing the pilgrimage of 
the people from Babylon to Jerusalem.  This 
road is “the way of the Lord.”  (Isaiah 40:3) 
 

These hopes of the people, fulfilled when they 
were allowed to return to Jerusalem, are 
fulfilled in an even greater way by Jesus Christ.  
John the Baptist comes to prepare the way for 
Christ and the Gospel according to Luke tells us 
that it is of John that the prophet Isaiah had 
spoken when he said “A voice of one crying out 
in the desert, ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths.’”  (Luke 3:4) 
 

The Gospel according to Luke mentions prayer 
more than any other gospel.  It shows Jesus at 
prayer in all the most important moments of his 
life.  In the gospel reading we see Jesus at 
prayer.  He came to John to be baptized and we 
are told that after he was baptized he was 
praying.   
 

 
Jesus  

came to John 
to be baptized. 

 
This becomes a  

decisive moment  
for Jesus as  
he begins his  

public ministry.  
 

The mission  
of Christ is to  

bring salvation. 
 

 
This becomes a decisive moment for Jesus 
because now he begins his public ministry of 
preaching.  He begins this ministry in prayer and 
is filled with the Holy Spirit as the Father affirms 
his mission.  "You are my beloved Son; with you 
I am well pleased."  (Luke 3:22) 

 
The mission of Christ is to bring salvation as the 
second reading from the letter of Paul to Titus 
tells us:  “The grace of God has appeared, 
saving all.” (Titus 2:11)  We have been saved 
because of the mercy of God and not because 
of anything that we have done to deserve this.  
We wait in hope for the eternal life God has 
promised us.  While we wait we are called “to 
reject godless ways and worldly desires and to 
live temperately, justly and devoutly in this 
age.”  (Titus 2:12) 
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CONCLUSION 
 
During the Christmas season we celebrate Jesus 
who assumed our human nature in order to 
bring about our salvation.  Despite our 
sinfulness, Jesus affirms the goodness that is 
within each human being created in the image 
and likeness of God.  Peter Kreeft refers to us 
human beings as “defaced masterpieces.”26 In 
our sinful lives we are defaced, but we are still 
the masterpieces of God’s creation. 
 
Every human being has dignity and we should 
recognize, acknowledge, and affirm the 
goodness of that dignity in ourselves and in 
every human being.  St. Leo the Great reminds 
us:  “Recognize the dignity of your nature; 
though corrupted in Adam, that image has been 
restored in Christ.”27   
 
Christmas is more that just one day.  The 
Church celebrates an entire season so we have 
time to reflect on the meaning of Christmas and 
allow it to change our lives each and every day 
throughout the year. 
 
 
 

 

Despite our sinfulness,  
 

Jesus affirms the  
 

goodness that is  
 

within each human  
 

being  
 

created in the image  
 

and likeness of God. 
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